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ON THE PREVALENCE OF METAGONIMUS SP. AMONG THE
INHABITANTS AT HAMAMATSU BASIN IN
SHIZUOKA PREFECTURE, JAPAN

JIRO ITO, HISASHI MOCHIZUKI, YOSHIO OHNO AND MITSURU ISHIGURO

Shizuoka Association of Health Service
829, Hatori, Shizuoka-City, Japan

Parasite surveys on the inhabitants around the Lake Hamamatsu have been carried out from 1961
to 1981 by the Shizuoka Association of Health Service as one of the parasite control project. With regard
to Metagonimus yokogawai by the above mentioned results, the infection rate was always less than 1% up
to 1977, but it showed more than 1% in the year of 1978—1981.

So the surveys on the prevalence of Metagonimus yokogawai among the inhabitants around the Lake
Hamamatsu were carried out during 1982—1988. The surveyed areas were one city and four towns. The Kato’s
method of fecal examination was chiefly employed for 4,524 persons, and 595 positive cases were detected,
the infection rate being 13.2%.

In 1990, 58 of fish, Plecoglossus altivelis obtained near the Lake Hamamatsu were examined for the
metacercariae of Metagonimus yokogawai, and detected that these fishes were heavily infected with the
metacercariae. One of the reason of high prevalence of Metagonimus yokogawai among the inhabitants were

considered to be attributed to these fish.



