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Table 1  Recovery of S. erinacei from experimentally infected animals
Animals No. of plei\(l)(éér%foids Plerocercoid Adult worms Prepatent
animals infeccted recovered recovered period (day)
Golden hamster 70 50 28-47 1-2 15-20
Rat (Wister) 30 50 34-43 — —
(SD) 30 50 33-44 — —
Mouse (ICR) 30 20 12-17 — —
Mongolian gerbil 30 50 37-45 — —
Chinese hamster 20 20 10-16 — —
Cotton rat 30 20 9-14 — —
Cat 11 1-150 — 1-123 7-10
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Table 2 Morphometric data of S. erinacei from golden hamsters and cats
Golden hamster Cat
Body length (cm) 25.0-65.0 43.5-178.0
wide (mm) 10.0-14.0 11.0-15.8
Scolex length (mm) 1.0-1.1 1.0-2.7
wide (mm) 0. 35-0. 42 0.46-0.56
Neck length (mm) 7.0-12.0 11.0-14.8
Total number of segments 436-754 468- 1245
Number of segments anterior to primordia 80 -143 78 195
Eggs length (mm) 0. 057-0. 066 0.055- 0. 069
wide (mm) 0. 030-0. 035 0. 033-0. 038
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Fig. 1 Egg-discharging from cats and hamsters
infected with S. erinacei.
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GOLDEN HAMSTERS AS A NEW EXPERIMENTAL FINAL HOST OF
SPIROMETRA ERINACEI

AKIHIKO UCHIDA, TsuToMU TAKASHIMA, KIKUE UCHIDA
AND YOSHIHIKO MURATA
(Department of Environmental Biology, Azabu University Sagamihara, Kanagawa 229, Japan)

Rats, cotton rats, Chinese hamsters, Golden hamsters, mice, Mongolian gerbils and cats
were experimentally infected with S. erinacei plerocercoids from the snake, Elaphe quadri-
virgata in Okayama Prefecture. Of these animals golden hamsters and cats were successfully
infected with the adult tapeworms. The prepatent and patent periods in golden hamsters
were 15 to 20 days and about 70 days, respectively.
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