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Figs. 1-3.

Microphotographs showing the anterior end of Spirometra erinacei plerocercoid.

Fig. 1.
Fig. 2.
Fig. 3.

Mounted specimen, dorso-ventral view. (Scale=0.3 mm)

SEM picture, dorso-ventral view. (Scale=0.1 mm)
SEM picture of apex, apical view. (Scale=0.1 mm)
B: bothrium, BD: bothridium, FP: frontal pit.
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| Abstract
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MORPHOLOGICAL STUDY ON THE HEAD OF SPIROMETRA ERINACEI
PLEROCERCOID BY AN IMPROVED STRETCHING FIXATION TECHNIQUE

TETSUYA OKINO AND RYO HATSUSHIKA
(Department of Parasitology, Kawasaki Medical School, Kurashiki City 701-01, Japan)

An improved fixation technique for maintaining the plerocercoid head of Spirometra erinacei
(Rudolphi, 1819) Faust, Campbell and Kellogg, 1929 in the stretched state using aqueous chemical solu-
tions was worked out, and the external morphology of well-stretched head was studied with a light micro-
scope and a scanning electron microscope.

The head stretching technique for the plerocercoid was effective when specimen was placed in 10%
alcohol Ringer solution after soaking several hours in 0.1% chloretone Ringer solution.

In the plerocercoid head, the bothria and bothridia were clearly recognized on the dorsoventral
surfaces, and a frontal pit was found on the top region. The morphological features of microtriches
around the frontal pit were quite different from those of another part of the head surface.
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