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Table 1 Imported malaria cases in
Okinawa, Prefecture 1971-1981

Table 2 Imported malaria cases by

age of patients

Plasmodium species

Age Plasmodium species

Year Total Total
P.v. P . f. P.m. n i 80UP  p 4 P f. P.om. n i

1971 3 0 0 0 3 11-20  2(1) O 0 0 2(1)

1972 9 0 1 0 10 21-30 7(2)  2(1) 1 0 10(3)

1973 1 0 0 4 5 31-40 6 1 0 3 10

1974 0 0 0 0 0 41-50 12 3(1) 0 2 17(1)

1975 21) 1 0 0 3(1) 51-60 2 0 0 0 2

976 1) 0 0 o 1M Total 20(3) 6(2) 1 5 4105

1977 1 0 0 1 2

1978 1 0 0 0 1

1979 1 3(1) 0 0 4(1) FIELTRY, ThLUBEORIET 2RI DT,

1980 81) 0 0 0 8(1) 5. TR T#

1981* 2 2(1) 0 0 4(1) BRICOWTRFELVWAELH LN »DOIGELH

< Ni-EHNI= Ao~ 51 3 ~

P. v., Plasmodium vivax; P. f., P. falcipar-
um; P. m., P. malariae; n. i., not identified.
Numbers in parentheses represent foreign pa-
tients.

* Until May.
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Table 3 Imported malaria cases by resident area of patients

Plasmodium species

Resident area Total
P. v. P. f. P. m. n. i.
Hirara C. (Miyako Is.) 11 3 0 5 19
Shimoji T. (Miyako Is.) 1 0 0 0 1
Irabu V. (Irabu Is.) 12 0 0 0 12
Ishigaki C. (Ishigaki Is.) 0 1 0 0 1
Naha C. (Okinawa Is.) 1 0 0 0 1
Okinawa C. (Okinawa Is.) 1 0 0 0 1
Not known 0 0 1 0 1
Foreigners 3 2 0 0 5
Total 29 6 1 5 41
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Abstract

IMPORTED MALARIA IN OKINAWA PREFECTURE, JAPAN

Ryujr ASATO
(Okinawa Prefectural Institute of Public Health, Okinawa, Japan)
AND
HipEO HASEGAWA
(Department of Parasitology, School of Medicine, University
of the Ryukyus, Okinawa, Japan)

An epidemiological analysis was made on 41 cases (36 Japanese and 5 foreigners) of
the imported malaria diagnosed during recent 10 years in Okinawa Prefecture, Japan. Most
of Japanese patients were inhabitants of Miyako Islands and had been recruited as crews of
the ocean bonito fisheries. They were thought to be infected at the ports in Papua New
Guinea where the crews took their rest. Among 36 cases on which malaria species were
identified, benign tertian malaria was predominant (80.6%), then malignant tertian malaria
(16.7%) and only one case was quartan malaria. Discussion was made on the significance of
the imported malaria for public health in Okinawa Prefecture, especially on the possibility

to produce endemicity.
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