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Abstract

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE FRESH WATER SNAIL,
BITHYNIA KIUSIUENSIS HIRASE (BITHYNIIDAE)
IN OKAYAMA PREFECTURE

Misao NAGAHANA, Ryo HATSUSHIKA, MoTtoTA SHIMIZU
AND
SHIGERU KAWAKAMI
(Department of Parasitology, Kawasaki Medical School,
Kurashiki City, 701-01, Japan)

From May 1974 to September 1976, an investigation of the distribution of the snail,
Bithynia kiusiuensis in Okayama Prefecture was carried out. The results obtained are sum-
marized as follows: .

1) B. kiusiuensis was found in 62 stations out of 376 stations examined. This is the
first report of detailed systematic survey on the distribution of this snail in Okayama Pre-
fecture.

2) The distribution of this snail was generally limited in the southern part of the pre-
fecture with keeping a certain distance from the seashore.

3) The snails were found in the water of paddyfields as well as of gutters connected
with them, but none was found in rivers and in irrigation canals.

4) In 14 stations out of 62 stations, the coinhabitation of two species B. kiusiuensis and

Parafossarulus manchouricus was observed in both the paddyfield and these gutters.
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