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Abstract

STUDIES ON THE PADDY FIELD DERMATITIS
IN SHIZUOKA PREFECTURE

JIrO ITO
(Hygiene Laboratory, Shizuoka University, Shizuoka, Japan)
AND
HisasHl MOCHIZUKI
(Shizuoka Prefectural Hygiene Research Laboratory, Shizuoka, Japan)

In Japan, the paddy field dermatitis case among the paddy field workers was initially
reported by Tanabe (1948) who determined its cause as an invasion of bird schistosome cerca-
riae into the human skin. Since then many cases of such dermatitis have been reported by
many investigators from many localities, but never from Shizuoka Prefecture.

Recently even in Shizuoka Prefecture, the same dermatitis case has occurred among the
paddy field workers in June of 1976. The dermatitis was characterized by erythemato-papulo-
vesicular eruptions accompanied with severe itching. This was very similar to the cercarial
dermatitis which has been reported from the other prefectures in Japan. So the paddy field of
the areas were surveyed, and many snails of Austropeplea ollula were found on the field. By
the examination of these snails, it was found that two out of 13,037 snails were infected with
the cercaria of Trichobilharzia sp., which resembles closely with T'. brevis Basch, 1966. This
cercaria was experimentally put on the human skin, and was confirmed to cause a dermatitis
quite similar to that prevailing in the endemic areas.

On the bases of the results mentioned above, the cause of the paddy field dermatitis
occurring in Shizuoka Prefecture was attributed to the invasion of the cercaria of Trichobilhar-

zia sp. from the snail, Austropeplea ollula.
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