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DOES THE NUTRIA, MYOCASTOR COYPUS, SERVE AS THE
RESERVOIR OF LIVER FLUKE, CLONORCHIS SINENSIS ?

Misao0 NAGAHANA, Ryo HATSUSHIKA, MoTtoTAa SHIMIZU
AND
SHIGERU KAWAKAMI
(Department of Parasitology, Kawasaki Medical School,
Kurashiki City, Japan)

The nutria, Myocastor coypus (Octodontoidea; Capromydae) which inhabits in the
southern paddy fields of Okayama Prefecture, known as an endemic area of clonorchiasis, were
experimentally infected with the metacercariae of C. sinensis.

On the other hand, the animals captured in the area were examined for natural infec-
tion of C. sinensis.

The following results were obtained: 1) The metacercariae of C. sinensis isolated from
the infected fishes (Pseudrasbora parva or Gnathopogon elongatus) were orally given to 11
nutrias. The adult worms were recovered from all the animals examined in the period from
95 to 457 days after infection. = The nutria was found as an experimental host in addition to
the already known hosts. 2) Some of nutrias excreted the eggs for 621 days after experimental
infection. 3) No adult worm was recovered in 64 nutrias captured in the endemic areas of
clonorchiasis in Okayama Prefecture. 4) Although the nutria is a suitable experimental host

for C. sinensis, it does not act as a reservoir for this fluke in the area.
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