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Table 1 Sex distribution of paddy field
dermatitis cases from
1972 to 1974

Year Total Males Females
1972 45 16 29
1973 9 5 4
1974 6 2 4

Table 2 Distribution of the skin lesions
of paddy field dermatitis cases

Location of lesions

No. of cases

Hand 22
Forearm 4
Upperarm 1
Foot 13
Leg 25
Thigh 5
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Table 3 Seasonal fluctuation of the occurrence
of paddy field dermatitis cases in 1972

Month  April May June July Aug. Sept.

No. of

cases 2 24 7 24 8 2
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Table 4 Infection of Austropeplea ollula and Physa acuta with frucocercariae
belonging to the genus Trichobilharzia
Date No. of A. ollula No. of snails No. of P. acuta No. of snails
examined infected examined infected
1972 Sept. 21
230 0 2,798 0
Oct. 5
1973 May 1
June 20
3,661 0 1,197 0
July 4
July 10
1974 May 23 1,295 4 5 0
May 27 1,399 —
June 6 4,388 2 —
Oct. 7 — 504 0
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' Abstract |

PADDY FIELD DERMATITIS IN NODA CITY, CHIBA PREFECTURE

MUNEO YOKOGAWA, MOTOHITO SANO, MAsAsHI KOBAYASHI
(Departmet of Parasitology, School of Medicine, Chiba University, Chiba, Japan)
Norij1 SUZUKI
(Department of Parasitology, National Institute of Health, Tokyo, Japan)
SHIGEHIRO OZU AND CHUJIRO AIDA
(Saitama Institute of Public Health, Urawa, Japan)

An endemic dermatitis of unknown etiology has occurred from spring to summer of 1972
among farmers working in paddy fields in Noda city, the western district of Chiba prefecture.

The dermatitis was characterized by erythemato-papulo-vesicular eruptions accompanied
by intense itching and localized especially on forearms, hands and lower legs exposed to paddy
field water. Since this district developed very rapidly in these 10 years as an industrial city, the
dermatitis was first suspected to be due to contact with polluted water from industries in this
area. However, no chemical substances which may cause dermatitis were proved in waete
water from industries.

On the other hand a species of furcocercous cercaria belonging to the genus T7richobi-
lharzia was found in Austropeplea ollula, collected in the paddy fields. The eggs very similar
with those of T'richobilharzia were also found in the intestinal walls of ducks, Anas poecilor-
hyncha, captured around the lake Goda, Noda city.

On the basis of the results obtained the paddy field dermatitis occurrig in the western
area of Chiba prefecture was strongly suspected to be resulting from contact with cercaria in-

fested water.
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