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INVESTIGATIONS ON RECENTS STATUS OF PARASITE
INFECTIONS IN REMOTE AREAS IN JAPAN (2)

Masao FUJII, Isao TAJIMA, Osamu OKAHASHI, Uichiro NISHIWAKI.
Tutau KISHIMOTO and Kaoru MORISHITA
(Osaka Association for Health Service)
Kunio SHIMOSAKA and Tsuneichi SUGAI
(Shingu Health Center, Wakayama Prefecture)

This report deals with the survey on helminthic infections in two areas, Kumanogawa
and Hongu, situated along the upper Kumano river of South Wakayama Prefecture. The re-
sult showed that general infection rates in two areas were 31.1% and 22.6%, respectively. As
to species of parasite detected, Trichuris was most common in both areas being 17.5% and
15.99% on average, respectively, whereas the infection rate of Ascaris was as low as 3.6 or 3.5%
in each area. Hookworms were found only in low incidences as 0.5% or 0.49 respectively,
and so far as has been demonstrated, Ancylostoma duodenale exceeded Necator americanus in
frequency with a ratio of 4 to 1. Metagonimus yokogawai was fairly prevalent especially in
Kumanogawa area where it was found in 16.7% on average and 20.1-28.2% among adults over
31 years of age whereas in Hongu area only 5.2% on average and 5.8-10.2% even among a-
dults. It was notable that the children under 5 years of age also harboured Metagonimus
yokogawai. From the finding mentioned above. it can be said that the helminthic infections

still remain quite prevalently in these areas.
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