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Photo. 1. Sparganum mansoni from case 1.

Fig. 1. Branched plerocercoid from case 2.

SR
Photo. 3. Histological picture of the branched
plerocercoid.
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Photo. 2. Branched plerocercoid from case 2.
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Abstract

TWO CASES OF HUMAN OPHTHALMIC SPARGANOSIS ESPECIALLY ON
A BRANCHED PLEROCERCOID

Hirosur TANAKA, SyoHEl YAMASHINA, Hitosur ENDO,
Rokuro KANO,
(Department of Medical Zoology, School of Medicine, Tokyo
Medical and Dental University, Tokyo, Japan)
Ko KOMATSUZAKI
(Iwase Town, Ibaragi Prefecture, Japan)

Junyt KAWASHIMA
(Koga City, Ibaragi Prefecturve, Japan)

Two human cases of sparganosis in the ophthalmic region were reported in the present
paper. The worm removed from conjunctiva bulbi in case 1 measured 7.2cm, shallow
depression presented on the head portion and it was considered to be plerocercoid of Di-
phyllobothrium erinacei (Rudolphi, 1819), Sparganum mansoni (Cobbold, 1882). Another
worm from case 2 measured 30 cm, no structure was seen at both ends of body and compli-
cated branches of fission and budding forms extended from the body. Morphological com-
parison was made with Sparganum proliferum (Ijima, 1905) and branched Sparganum
mansoni experimentally obtained by Iwata (1932, 1933). From the shape of both ends of the
body, branches, the cross-section and histological findings, the worm obtained was closely
related to the plerocercoid of the branched Sparganum mansoni of Iwata. It seems to be

the first record of natural human infection of the branched Sparganum mansoni.
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