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SURVEY OF THE INTESTINAL PROTOZOAN CYSTS IN OKINAWA

HiroHo SEKIKAWA, TapasHr SHIRAKI, TosHIAKI TSUCHIYA,
Hisasur ISHIDA

(Department of Medical Zoology, Niigata University School of Medicine, Niigata)
&
Isamu YAKA

(Parasite Control Association of Okinawa)

An epidemiological survey of the intestinal protozoan incidence was carried out at two
areas of Okinawa Island in August, 1966.

The fecal examination of 309 inhabitants (285 in Hedo, 24 in Shuri) was made by means
of the MGL (Formalin-Ether) technics, and the following results were obtained.

1. In Hedo area, intestinal protozoan cysts occurred in 20.4 % of 285 individuals, and
the specific protozoa included : Endolimax nana 12.3 %, Entamoeba histolytica 4.2 %, Giardia
lamblia 3.9 %, Entamoeba coli 2.5 % and Chilomastiz mesnili 1.7 %. In Shuri area, 20.8 % of
24 individuals were infected, and the specific protozoa included : E. nana 12.5%, G. lamblia
8.3% and Iodamoeba biitschlii 4.3 %.

2. The incidence rate of G. lamblia was higher in males (5.1 %) than in females (2.7 %).
As to the other protozoan incidences, however, there were no notable differences between male
group and female group.

3. In age group under 9 years old, a fairly high incidence rate (11.4 %) of G. lamblia
was noted.

4. As is clear from foregoing data, it appears that the recent incidence rates of intestinal
protozoan cysts in Okinawa Island have decreased to some extent as compared with those of a
few years after the World War II.
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