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HISTOPATHOLOGICAL STUDIES ON ANCYLOSTOMIASIS
Il HISTOPATHOLOGICAL CHANGES IN A FATAL
CASE OF ANCYLOSTOMIASIS

SHIGERU KIKUCHI & KiYOsHI ICHIHARA
(Department of Medical Parasitology, Yokohama City University,
School of Medicine, Yokohama)

A patient with edema and anemia over the whole body, diagnosed as hypoproteinemia,
died 5 days after he had been admitted to the hospital.

The cause of the death was apparently thought to be the heavy infection of the
hookworms, since 450 hookworms were found infected in his digestive tract by autopsy.

The histopathological examination revealed the serious damage of tissues, which was
considered to have been caused by the loss of blood and the toxic effect due to hookworm
infection.

The histopathological changes were predominantly observed in the tissues of intestinal
wall, heart, liver, kidney, endocrine gland, and so on. .

Therefore, this case was distinctly thought to have been due to severe ancylostomiasis.
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