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STUDIES ON THE SCHISTOSOMIASIS JAPONICA
IN SHIZUOKA PREFECTURE
V. SURVEYS ON THE FUJIKAWA RIVER BASIN AND
THE UKISHIMA-NUMA DISTRICT

JIRO ITO,
(Hygiene Laboratory, Shizuoka University, Shizuoka, Japan)
MASATERU NOGUCHI & HisAsHI MOCHIZUKI
(Shizuoka Prefectural Hygiene Research Laboratory, Shizuoka, Japan)

In view of the fact that the geographic and climatic conditions along the Fuji-Kawa

River Basin such as Shibakawa-Cho, Fujinomiya-Shi and Fuji-Shi are similar to Fujikawa-Cho

~where was noted as a new endemic area of Schistosoma japonicum, and also no recent

surveillance was performed in the old endemic area of S. japonicum such as Numazu-Shi and
Yoshiwara-Shi, an epidemic survey on those districts was carried out in 1962. The main
efforts were directed to establish the presence of the snail host, Oncomelania nosophora, in the
rice pad during three months, but no snail of Oncomelania could be found. The intradermal
skin test for two thousands of inhabitants in Yoshiwara-Shi and Numazu-Shi was also carried
out. Only 6.6 % of them showed the positive reaction for that test, and no schistosome egg
was found from those positive cases by AMS III fecal examination.

Conclusionally, it appears that there is no significant, if any, incidence of schistosomiasis
in these areas investigated, except the area of Fujikawa-Cho. Nevertheless, the situation should

be kept under constant surveillance in the future.
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