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STUDIES ON DIAGNOSIS OF SCHISTOSOMIASIS

l. STATISTICAL STUDIES ON RECOVERING SCHISTOSOME EGGS
IN' HUMAN FECES WITH REPEATED MIFC TECHNIQUE

TOSHIHIKO IJIMA, YoICHI ITO, SHIGERU NAKAYAMA
(Section of Schistosomiasis, Yamanashi Prefectural Hygiene Laboratory, Kofu, Japan)

&

TATSUSHI ISHIZAKI
(Department of Parasitology, National Institute of Health, Tokyo)

One hundred and fourty six positive cases for skin test were screened out from 402
students of Futaba middle school, Yamanashi Prefecture, and stool specimens from 136 cases
among them were examined repeatedly in five occasions with MIFC method for schistosome
eggs. Results were as follows :

1) Fifty-five positive cases were obtained in total and 30-50 % of them was found to
be positive for ova in each occasion. Repeated examinations of feces should be required in
order to discover all patients.

2) The number of eggs in sediments per gram was as follows ; 86 % of 1-5 eggs, 7.6 %
of 6-10 eggs, 0.8 % of 11-15 eggs, 1.7 % of 1620 eggs and 4.2 % of more than 21 eggs.

3) Even cases positive for ova at every examination have mostly less than five eggs per
gram.

4) Only one case was positive for ova at every occasion of fecal examination. However,
20 specimens were positive for ova at one occasion only.

5) The direct smear method for schistosome ova is unsuitable when the density of infec-

tion appears to be low as found in Yamanashi Prefecture.
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