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A SURVEY OF SCHISTOSOME INFECTION OF DOGS IN THE
ENDEMIC AREA OF YAMANASHI PREFECTURE .

TosHIHIKO [JIMA, YoIcH! ITO
(Department of Parasitology, National Institute of Health, Tokyo, and the
Yamanashi Prefectural Institute of Hygiene, Kofu)
SHIGERU NAKAYAMA & HisAsHI YAMASHITA
(The Yamanashi Prefectural Institute of Hygiene, Kofu, Japan)

In the endemic area of schistosomiasis in Yamanashi Prefecture, stools of six hundred and
eighty three dogs were examined for schistosome eggs by direct smear method. The results
were as follows :

Among 683 dogs examined 34 (4.98 %) were found positive for eggs. In 22 localities
dogs infected with schistosome were found from 11 localities. Especially high infectional rates
were obtained from Wakakusa town (26.09 %), Tatomi village (25 %), Hatta village (20 %) and
Futaba town (10.53 %). All of localities of high infectional rate are localized in Kamanashi
district.

The infection rate of male dogs was 7.11 % whereas that of the female 2.08 %, repre-
senting significant difference between them.

The infection rate according to age groups were as follows : among 1-2 years old 0.78 %,
among 3-4 years 6.64 %, among 5-6 years 9.17 %, 7-8 years 3.77 % and 11.32 % of the 9
years old and upwards.

Dogs chained up showed smaller positive incidence for eggs (1.3 %) as compared with
those liberating (11.11 %).

The similar survey carried out in 1954 showed significantly higher incidence (25 % of
the examined) than the present result, which suggests that the preventive measures carried out

during the time have been performed effectively.
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