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STUDIES ON THE SCHISTOSOMIASIS JAPONICA IN
SHIZUOKA PREFECTURE

IIl. AN ERADICATIONAL PROJECT. OF SNAIL VECTOR BY FLAME
THROWER OF JAPANESE ARMY IN FUJIKAWA.-CHO

RO |T@,
(Hygiene Laboratory, Shizuoka University, Schizuoka, Japan)

MasATERU NOGUCHI, YuTAkA ASAKAWA, HisAsHI MOCHIZUKI,
(Shizuoka Prefectural Hygiene Research Laboratory)

YUTAKA SUKAWA, SHIGEKI TADA & TAN TAKAHASHI
(Department of Puplic Health, Shizuoka Prefectural Government)

For the eradicational project of schistosomiasis, a burning method of intermediate snail
vector by a flame is one of the effective method. Several technics such as the straw burning,
the soil burning by a small flame projector, etc. have been employed sometimes in Japan.

On the control of snail vector in Fujikawa-Cho where is a newly discovered endemic
area of schistosomiasis, an entirely new burning method was tested using a large type of army
flame thrower. The employed flame thrower was ‘“A PORTABLE FLAME THROWER,
TYPE 1”° of Japanese army. Its empty weight was 18.7 kg., filling weight by 16 liter oil was
29.0 kg., temperature of flame was ca. 1500°C, and the throwing distance was 20-40 m.

Most of the snail habitats in 50 hectare’s endemic area were burned by eight flame
throwers and 22 soldiers within 3 days. More than 90% of snails were died by a direct effect
of the flame. The afterward observation during a following half year showed a remarkable
decrease of the snail population density, though a few snails being remained still alive.

So the present new burning method is very effective and applicable for the eradicational

project of schistosomiasis.
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