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THE ANTHELMINTIC EFFECT OF DOMOIC ACID
AGAINST ASCARIS LUMBRICOIDES

TSUYOSHI SEKI
(Department of Medical Zoology, School of Medicine, Niigata University, Niigata, Japan)

Domoic acid is known as a new anthelmintic obtained from a sea weed (Chondria

)

_armata) which is called ‘‘ Hanayanagi’

in Japan.

The auther also tried to make an observation on the anthelmintic effect of domoic acid

against Ascaris lumbricoides and obtained the following results.
Domoic acid 35 mg was administered only one time to adults before breakfast and more

low dosage was given to immature persons in accordance with Young’s formula.

Of thus

treated 20 cases 17 ones (85 %) showed no occurrence of the Ascaris ova in their feces 3 weeks

after the administration and the decrease of EPG was also seen in remaining 3 persons who

did not show the negative.

Side effects of this drug, such as headache, exhaustion, stomachache, nausea, vomiting,

diarrhoea and constipation were found in 10 cases of total 28 cases, but in'those cases the

.dosage over 0.666 mg per kg had been administered.

There were no clinical signs of side

effect in less dosage than 0.666 mg per kg and even in those cases the anthelmintic effect was

prominent.

On the basis of the above-mentioned anthelmintic effect and side effect, domoic acid

seemed to be an available anthelmintic against Ascaris lumbricoides, whereby the less or little

Jless dosage than 0.666 mg of domoic acid per kg weight of host was desirable.
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