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A CRITICAL REVIEW OF HUMAN INFECTIONS OF ANCYLOSTOMA
BRAZILIENSE IN TAIWAN, RYUKYU (OKINAWA)
AND JAPAN

MUNEO YOKOGAWA
(Department of Parasitology, School of Medicine, Chiba University, Chiba, Japan)

HSIEN-CHEN HSIEH
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Ancylostoma brazilinse was first reported from dogs and cats by de Faira (1910) in Brazil.
In the following year, Looss found a hookworm from a civet cat in Ceylon and gave a new
name, A. ceylanicum to this parasite. However, A. ceylanicum was later believed to be the
synonym of A. braziliense by some workers. In 1951, Biocca differentiated A. ceylanicum
from A. braziliense and stated that the development of A. braziliense in humans is doubtful,
and that the previous adult infections of A. braziliense in humans are reviewed to be A.
ceylanicum.

This paper reviews the reports of human infections of A. braziliense in Taiwan, Ryukyu
(Okinawa), and Japan. The conclusion is briefly described as follows :

1. A. braziliense reported from humans in Taiwan and Ryukyu is reviewed to the A.
ceylanicum

2. A female hookworm found from an indigenous girl in southern Taiwan by Hsieh
(1959) is identified with A. ceylanicum. This finding reveals that A. ceylanicum is present
among inhabitants in the plain area of Taiwan.

3. A. braziliense reported from a human in Japan is reviewed to be neither A. brazi-
liense nor A. ceylanicum. The classification awaits further investigations.

4. The senior author found a small size of female hookworm, with a pair of teeth, from
a human in Saitama prefecture. The worm is examined to be A. duodenale with defection
of teeth. It is conceivable that there is abnormality, defection or deformity of teeth in A.

duodenale.
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