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STUDY ON THE METHOD FOR CULTURING THE ASCARIS EGGS
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO A COMPARISON OF
| THE SLANT AGAR MEDIUM WITH
OTHER CULTURE MEDIUM

SHIGEHIRO OHZU
(Saitama Prefectural Institute of Public Health, Ohmiya, Japan)

As to the method for culturing the ascaris eggs, various methods have been conceived.
In the present paper, sterilized slant agar contained 3% of agar is newly deviced as a culture
ground, and the growth of the eggs in which was compared with those obtained by using
filter paper, an unglazed pottery and the immersion method.

The slant agar is very easy to handle, and on which the eggs are not influenced by
bacilli and mold owing to sterilization. In addition to these advantages, oxygen and wetness.
which are necessary to the growth of the eggs are kept adequately.

When the eggs are cultured on the slant agar for 5 days at 30°C, 90% of them develops.
to a morula stage, and 7 days later all of the eggs reaches to a larval stage. On the other
hand, if they are cultured by filter paper method, the eggs are found to reach a tadpole stage
on the 7th day, and 10 days later 80% of them reaches to a larval stage. When an unglazed
pottery is used, more than 80% of the eggs takes about 20 days to reach a larval stsge.

When tap water is used in the culture of the immersion method, 80% of the eggs reaches
to a larval stage after 30 days because they become to sporadic in their growth stage.

Formalin water, within the limits from 0.5 to 4.0% of which, no difference of the eggs
in the growth is found among these concentrations., Generally speaking, formalin water is more

sufficient for the eggs than tap water only.
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