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EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES OF FASCIOLIASIS
(2) APPEARANCE OF EGGS IN THE FECES OF INFECTED RABBITS

SHIGE KIMURA
(Laboratory of Veterinary Medicine, Hyogo University of Agriculture, Hyogo Prefecture)

In the previous paper the author reported the infection rate of metacercariae in rabbits,
distribution of F. hepatica in the liver, and relation between the numbers of parasites and
deaths among infected rabbits. The present experiment was performed to clarify the time when
egg-production was started after infection, and relations between the number of eggs in the
feces, the lapse of time after infection with metacercariae, and the number of parasites in the
liver. The results obtained are summarized as follows.

1. The prepatent period of F. hepatica, as observed in 33 rabbits, was between 60 and
80 days, 65 days on the average, after infection with metacercariae. It was recognized that
egg-production increased gradually from about 70 to 90 days after infection, reaching its
maximum at approximately 150 days, and decreased gradually beginning with 200 days after
infection.

2 The number of eggs in the feces was increased in accordance with an increase in
the number of parasites in the liver.

3. When the parasites collected were divided into 3 groups with the width-length ratio
of the body 1 : 1.4-1.9, 1 : 3.0-3.7, and 1 : 2.1-2.9, the prepatent period was 59, 69, and 65

days, respectively, after infection with metacercariae in the three groups.
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