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STUDIES ON THE BANCROFTIAN FILARIASIS IN EHIME PREFECTURE
I. EPIDEMIOLOGY

Osamu SHIMONO
(Public Health Department, Ehime Prefectural Government, Japan)
(Present address : Public Health & Welfare Department, Gifu Prefectural

Government, Japan)

1. Extensive surveys of clinical filariasis and microfilarial carriers were made in Ehime

Prefecture, northwest of Shikoku Island. ~Although our information on the distribution of filariasis
based on previous reports has been restricted to west coats, results of the present survey as
accumulated by the medical association elucidated that such clinical cases as chyluria, elephantiasis
or hydrocele are distributed almost all over the prefecture. Chyluria was found to be the pre-
dominant clinical manifestation of the bancroftian filariasis in this region.

2. Surveys of microfilarial carriers among the inhabitants of Misaki Peninsula have been
made with the three-drop blood examination method. 159 positive cases were detected out of
9,963 individuals examined, with the positive rate of 1.60%. Remarkable differences in the positive
rates were seen among the villages concerned, from the highest of 5.52% to the lowest of 0.11%.
The positive rates increased as the age get older, with the highest peak at the age-group of 40
10 60 years’ old.
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