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AN OUTBREAK OF GNATHOSTOMIASIS WHICH IS FOUND EARLY
THROUGH ROUTINE BLOOD TEST

HIDEO KIKUOKA & TORU MASAOKA
(Saiseikai Hospital, Nara Prefecture, Japan)

TAKESHI NISHIMURA
(Department of Parasitology, Research Institute for Microbial Diseases,
Osaka University, Osaka, Japan)

Five cases of Gnathostomiasis among 7 persons, who have eaten an Ophicephalus, are found
by eosinophilia (up to 80%) and leucocytosis early before creeping eruption occurs.

After examining the ponds in the neighbourhood, a heavy infection of Gnathostomiasis
was found in the Ophicephali of Gotoku pond in Nara city. A fresh case of human Gnatho-

stomiasis due to Ophicephalus of the pond was found and reported.
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