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A CASE REPORT OF HUMAN INFECTION WITH FASCIOLA SP.
AND ITS PHARMACOTHERAPY

Yukio YOSHIDA, Yasuo NAKANISHI, Masami MIYAMOTO & TosHIO SHIMATA
(Department of Medical Zoology, Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine, Kyoto)
KaNicHiRo NISHIDA, YuicH YAMANAKA & HipeHiko KATO
(Department of Pediatrics, Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine, Kyoto)

Hitherto, there are only three reports of human infections of Genus Fasciola in Japan, as
Inada (1926) and Komiya ez al. (1954) found the adult worm of Fasciola hepatica by the surgical
'operation, while Yokogawa (1947) found the case of family infection of Fasciola hepatica by the
feces examinations.

The present case of human infection of the trématode was found at the northern district of
Hyogo Prefecture, middle Japan, in 1959. Patient was a girl (7 years old) who did not show any
subjective and clinical symptoms except the existence of Fasciola eggs in her stool and the immune
responce against the Fasciola antigen. So many characteristic eggs were found not only in feces
but in bile. The size of eggs collected from feces and bile showed 158-175x % 85-110x (163 X 964,
in average). The eggs of Fasciola hepatica, according to the reports of many authors, are smaller
in size than the present figure. Recently, Watanabe ez al. (1958, 1959, 1960) have reported that
Fasciola hepatica was only found in imported animals, and almost specimens of Genus Fasciola in
Japan must be identified with Fasciola indica or Fasciola gigantica. The exact species name of
Fasciola in the present case could not be certified because the materials were eggs only.

- by the recent information in the treatment of Fasciola infection, Coudert and Garin showed
that 4-7-phenanthroline-5-6-quinone (‘‘ Entobex ’”) had anthelmintic efficacy. The present patient
was also treated by the “ Entobex”> with the dose of 300-500 mg daily, 13 successive days, but no
signs in improvement were observed. Next, the patient was treated by emetine hydrochloride (32 mg
daily, intramuscular injection) and sulfa-drug (Thiasine 2.0 g daily). The manner of the medication
was as follows : during the period of initial 12 days, the medication was done successively, thenceforth,
the pause for 3 days and the dose for 4 days were repeated 3 times (total dose of emetine, 768 mg).

Stool examinations became negative for Fasciola ova by the emetine treatment mentioned above.
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