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STUDIES ON THE TRICHOMONAS VAGINALIS INFECTION IN
‘MALE GENITO-URINAL TRACTS

Kan OHMURA

(Department of Parasitology, School of Medicine Keio University, Tokyo, Japan)

Semens were examined by direct smear and cultivation for the presence of Trichomonas
vaginalis. They were collected from people whose wives complained of sterility and visited
gynecological clinic of the Keio hospital. It is the routine work in this clinic to examine the
number and motility of spermatozoa in the semen of husbands when patients complained of
stserility. So, it was not difficult to get semen specimens from these case for thepurpose of
Trichomonas examination. Altogether 1,000 semens from 609 cases were examined. Among
these 27 (4.4%) were found infected with 7. vaginalis.

Among these cases, 200 were examined from 2 to 9 times during a period of 5 months,
and 13 cases were found infected. In some of these positive cases, 7. vagimalis were found at
every examination and in others the organisms were found only once or twice. In one case, 7.
vaginalis were found always at 6 examinations carried out during a period of 5 months,

It is an important problem to be solved whether 7. vaginalis can live and multiply in the
male genito-urinal tracts for a long period of time. To obtain some information about this problem,
semens not infected with 7. vagimalis were centrifuged to remove spermatozoa and the supernatant
was used as culture media of the organism. T7ichomonas inoclated did not grow in this media
and disappeared 3 days after the incubation. Extract of prostate glands glands was also tested.
Dog prostate was extracted in the normal saline and the extract was added to the culture media
(cystein-bouillon-serum) in several different concentration, When the extract was added to the media
in amount of 1/5, 2/5 or 3/5 trichomonads grew better than in control media in which the extract
was not contained. In the 4/5 media or in pure extract, trichomonads did not grow at all. The
author is of the opinion that 7. vaginalis cannot live long nor multiply in the male genito-urinal
tracts. Positive findings of the organisms in the tracts extending for long period look like to be

due to repeated reinfections from wife,
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