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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDIES ON PARAGONIMIASIS
IN MINAMI-UWA-GUN, EHIME-KEN

— Especially on mass-examination of paragonimiasis —

Kiyomi HATANO
(Department of Oto-Rhino-Laryngology, School of Medicine, Kanazawa University)
(Department of Parasitology, School of Medicine, Chiba Universtity)

Mass examination against paragonimiasis was carried out to 3,116 pupils of 6 primary and
secondary schools along the basin of the River Sozu in Mihami-Uwa-gun, Ehime-Ken, applying
intradermal test to all of them, and further applying egg test and complement fixation test to the
positive and quasi-positive cases. A few noticeable points were experienced concerning discrimination
between pulmonary tuberculosis and this disease when mass examination against tuberculosis was.
carried out in prevalent districts, and some other epidemic tests were also carried out.

The results obtained were as follows : :

1) 72.8% out of the positive cases for intradermal test was positive for complement fixation test,
and 68.5%5 out of the above was positive for egg test. 10.7% out of the negative cases for com-
plement fixation test was positive for egg test.

2) The comparison of the egg detection rate between sputum and stool examinations which
were both carried out to 131 cases shows that there is not much difference, the rate being 35.1%

from the stool test and 41.2% from the sputum test. But the fact that there were pretty many

«cases in which eggs were detected only from either of the two tests shows that both tests are neces-

sary for detection of eggs.

3) Comparing the results of the mass examination for tuberculosis carried out in 1955 with
those of this time, we find out 27 children (77.1%) out of 35, which were diagnosed as pulmonary
tuberculosis in the prececding examination, to be paragonimiasis, since they were positve for egg
test and no tuberculosis germs were proved.

4) Out of 66 paragonimiasis cases which were detected through intradermal test, 54.5% was
noticed as abnormal through X-ray.

5) The results of intradermal test applied to 47 patients and all of their family members,
show that this disease has a pretty strong accumulative nature to the family. It is necessary to
carry out systematic examination against this disease where it is prevalent at the same time when

mass examination against tuberculosis is carried out.
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