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Summary

- A survey was made on the natural habitats of
Oncomelania nosophora in Japan. At present the
main habitats of this snail in Japan are on the moist
margins of the irrigation ditches between rice paddies.
Besides these, however, their habitats were found on
the margin of kreeks, on the moist and grassy river
beds and uncultivated swamps etc., among which the
latter is considered to be the original habitat of these
snails. As the land cultivation was promoted the
snail lost its original habitat where was the most

~adequete for it to live and is considered to be confined

to live on the margin of such irrigation ditches.
In Japan the work of cementing such irrigation
ditches is systematically promoted. But the present
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situation of their administration were found in bad
condition in several areas. Because the aim of
cementing ditches is to anihirate the natural habitat
of Oncomelania snails, they should be kept in good
conditon with no mad and vegetation in them.

For the eradication of Oncomelania snails, however,

931

only the comenting ditches is not enough because
besides these the natural habitats other than irrigation
ditches would be still exist. - In near future, therefore,
their natural habitats other than irrigation ditches
should be ecologically so changed as their situation
shall allow no snails to live in.
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