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Figs., 1-2. Diatom-like bodies found in
human faeces

Fig. 3. Diatoms found in alimentary
canal of Corbicula leana
Fig, 4. Diatoms found in alimentary

canal of Plecoglossus altivelis
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Summary

We found three diatom-like bodies in a faecal
preparation of healthy man. FEach one of them is
ellipsoidal and has a raphe, an axial area, a central
area, and many striaes (Figs. 1, 2). And it is
constructed from three parts which are diatom-like
portion, surrounding coat, and tube-like portion.

The diatom-like portion is 47-70z in length,
35-42x in width and resembles Cocconeis (Diatom :
Pennales) closely.

The whole body except the tube-like portion is
70-94p in length, 55-60x in width, and about 8z
thick in valve view. The tube-like portion is
120-140 # in length and 2-3x in width.

The surrounding coat consists of two layers, one
is outer layer, another is inner layer from which
about 14-15 tubes passed through the outer layer
stretch out.

The outer layer of surrounding coat is colourless,
and the rest are pale yellow.

It is usually thought that diatoms are ingested in
the human bodies by taking fish, shell-fish, seawe-
eds, drinking water, and others (Figs. 3,4).

Since ordinary diatoms have not such peculiar
coat and tube appendages, the true character of
above-mentioned body is unknown.

We consider that this uncertain body may be
new species of diatom, or may be such structure
as appears in a certain stage of the unknown life
cycle of some diatoms.





