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Summary

Epidemiological survey on paragonimiasis by in-
tradermal test, complement-fixation test, and sputum
and stool examination were undertaken on school chi-
Idren and other general inhabitants (adults) in south
Izu, Shizuoka Prefecture. High incidence of parago-
nimiasis were shown in this endemic area. Further
studies on the intermediate hosts, other finals host
than man and the mode of infection of this lung-
flukes, Paragonimus westrmani, were carried ont,
The results obtained were as follows :

1) Of 7,962 children (14 primary and 11 middle
schools) and 536 adults tested in all over the area,
501 persons were positive for the intradermal test.
Percent of the positive for this test in each area are
shown in Table 1. and Fig. 1. The highest incidence
was seen in the area drained by the river Aono,
where 7.4 % and 19.1 % were positive in children
and adults respectively.

2) Complement fixation test and fecal examination
were carried out successively on 237 positive cases
of intradermal test. Of 118 cases (49.8%) which

(124)

(FERZEMRE HET7 B 555 5

were positive for complement fixation test, 47 cases

(39.8%) were also positive for paragonimus eggs by
fecal examination. On the contrary, of 119 cases,
negative for complement-fixation test, only two
cases were positive for the eggs.

3) Incidence of the metacercariae of this flukes in
crabs, Eriocheir japonicus collected in seven rivers
through these areas, was presented in Table 2
showing the presence of a striking parallelism
between high incidence of metacercariae in crabs
and high ratio positive for intradermal test in endemic
raeas. ;

4) Although nobody in the area makes it a custom
to eat crabs uncooked, most of infected men with
this lung-fluke were used to drink soup made of
crabs collected in these rivers. Human infections
with this flukes would be attributed to the con-
tamination of fingers, table-wares and food with
metacercariae on the course of making soup of
crabs harbouring them.

5) Dogs and pigs captured in these areas were
infected with this fluke, P. westermani while racoon-
dogs (Nyctereutes viverrinus), weasels (Mustela ilatsi
itatsi), badgers (Meles anakuma) and wild boars (Sus
leucomystax) were not infected with P. westermani
but with P. ohirai.





