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Summary

A survey of intestinal helminthic infections of
2,006 inhabitants of Amami Oshima Island (located
close to Okinawa) was made by applying the three
methods simultaneously, the direct smear, floata-
tion and test-tube cultivation.

The ratio of positives obtained by each method
to the total number of positives in each of the
main parasites were as follows: Ascaris, direct
smear 75.0%, floatation 93.3%, cultivation 05% ;
Trichuris, 52.7%, 69.6%, 0% ; hookworms, 26.8%,
86.2%, 94.0% ; Strongyloides, 35.8%, 0%, 94.0%,

(30)
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respectively. Test-tube cultivation was proved to
be the best in detecting hookworms and Strongy-
loides infections.

The ratios of hookworms were about 70% in all
of the areas examined. Results of -cultivation
showed that Amcylostoma duodenale was more pre-
valent than Necator americanus, though their mixed
infection was very common. The ratios of As-
caris, Trichuris and Strongyloides differed remark-
ably by the localities.

Age distribution of hookworms was remarkable
in that the ratio increased by the age groups up
to the adult stage, being higher than 90% in
groups more than 20 years’ old. The age dis-
tribution patterns of Ancylostoma and Necator
were essentially similar, Less significant differ-
ences were seen in the ratios of other helminths by
age groups.





