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Summary

To lay a foundation towards floatation technique
for the recovery of ascaris eggs from soil, the
effects of specific gravity of suspension medium
used upon the floatation time of eggs were studied
in this paper. :

Number of eggs floating on its surface of media
with various specific gravities ranging from 1.270
to 1.200, were counted directly by means of micro-
scopical observation at five minutes intervals just
after placing the media into the test tubes (1 cm
diameter, 6cm length) containing pig ascaris
uterine eggs.

Results obtained were as follows :

In all cases of specific gravities of 1.270, 1.260
and 1.250, it requires 40 minutes to attain maximum
number of eggs floating. In the case of 1.240, 40
minutes was required to reach 85.3 % of maximum,
which required 90 minutes to attain. It was found
that specific gravities of media as low as 1.220and
1.200 resulted in a delay of floatation time, viz.
150 and 160 minutes were required respectively to
reach each maximum.

‘Results obtained indicate, therefore, on the above
conditions, that specific gravity of suspension
medium applied in floatation technique by magne-
sium sulphate should be 1.250-1.270 and time
required for floatation of eggs in this method
should be at least 40 minutes,





