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Summary

Litomosoides carinii, the cotton rat filaria, has
been kept in the laboratory since August, 1953.
A total of 57 cotton rats were infected by successive
10 generations, using Oruithonyssus bacoti as the
experimental intermediate host. The latent per-
iods varied from 50 to 82 days, with the mean
of 72.9 days. Deaths of infected cotton rats took
place after 19 to 264 days of the appearance of
microfilariae.

By autopsies, the parasite was mainly recover-
ed from pleural cavities, a few from abdominal or
pericardial cavities. In two out of 10 cases, re-
markable pericarditis could be demonstrated.
Chronic inflamations of heart muscles and lungs,
as well as papillar changes of pleura and perica-
tdium were observed by histological studies.
Clinical and pathological findings of the infected
cotton rats are presented.





