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Summary

To find the correlation between the incidence
of hookworm infection among farmers and their
bare foot custom statistically the following survey
was undertaken on people in two farm-villages :
the one village was located in the suburbs of
Tokyo and the other was in Yamagata-Prefecture.
The number were 85 of both sexes in Tokyo and
335 male in Yamagata, their ages being ranged
between 20 and 70.
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As a result of the larval cultivation and the
collection of worms in the feces excreted after
the anthelmintic treatment(Ethylene tetra-chloride)
those in two districts were found almost exculsive-
ly infected with Necator americanus.

The results thus obtained were as follows :
a) The objects were divided into 5 classes of age
of every ten years, and those were moreover
divided each into two groups according to whether
they had the bare foot custom or not.

Thus, the ratio of infection among the age-
classes of 20 to 50 years were 31-38 % in the bare
foot custom group and 14-19 % in the rest and
this difference is significant statistically. The ratio
of infection among the age-classes over 50 years
were 30-50 % in the bare foot custom group and
30-35 % in the other. This difference was not
significant statistically.

b) The infection of peoples in various districts
were closely connected with the ratio of the bare
foot custom in those district, and the coefficient
of correlation r is equal to +0.762 and its signifi-
cance is warranted statistically.

c) The ratio of infection in the bare foot group
was higher in accordance with the increasingly
longer time of farming: they were divided acco-
rding to the length of time of farming.

b) The number of persons harbouring many
hookworms was larger in the group of farming
for a longer time than in the group of farming
for a shorter time.





