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Summary

Decrease in the total plasma protein due to
that in plasma albumin has been recognized in
the blood of patients of both hookworm and
Wakana disease. These phenomena were pro-
minent in the case of the former. Decrease in
the total plasma protein is likely to be attri-
butable to the loss of protein owing to the lower-
ing of the function of protein absorption and to
haemorrhage in the patient’s intestine.

In the cases of hookworm disease, especially
in Wakana disease, the prominent increase in
r-globulin was observed. Experimental infection
with hookworm larvae and administration of
hookworm antigen to rabbits and dogs indicated
more increase in 7-globulin. The success in
antibody absorption test on sensitized serum has
supported the idea that the increase in 7-globulin
was due to the antibody.

In many cases of hookworm and Wakana
disease slight increase in $-peak shown by electro-
phoresis apparatus was observed. Animals in-
fected with hookworm larvae and administered
with culture media of the larvae, showed a
slight increase in that peak. Acceleration of ery-
throcyte sedimentation 'reaction in hookworm
disease was related to anemia, decrease in al-
bumin and increase in 7-globulin and fibrinogen.





