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Summary

We have newly found the incidence of para-
gonimiasis in Naoetsu area, Niigata Prefecture,
and have been investigating on its infection
epidemiologically since 1953.

The results obtained up to now are summarized
as follows :

1) The endemic foci are locally along the
banks of Arakawa River and its branches, and
the greater part of patients have previously cat-
ched or eaten crabs, Eriocheir japonicus, of the
river.

2) According to the researches of this inter-
mediate host, almost half 49.7% on the average

(55)
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of them were infected with encysted metacer-
cariae of Paragonimus westermani, and their in-
fection rates were found higher in the middle
and lower reaches, along which many patients
were found as well, than the upper. The
maximum number of metacercariae discovered
in one crab was 357.

3) Infected schoolchildren came more fre-
quently in contact with crabs than the healthy
ones, and the infection rate of boys was 3.0% on
the average, which was twice and half as many
as that of girls. This difference is probably due
to the fact that boys prefer to catch crabs and
play with them, when their hands and fingers
may be smeared with metacercariae. This is
the most important matter at the prevention of
the disease in this destrict, we think.

4) According to the investigation on the coo-
kery of crabs, most of them were boiled to eat,
and the few ate so-called Kani-oboro (crab-soup) ,

wh ich is said to be most liable for this infection.





