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Takeshi Nishimura : Distribution and Behaviour
of Eggs of Ascaris lumbricoides in the Nature.
Seasonal variation of findings of eggs in the
floor dust, with consideration of their source.
(Department of Parasitology, Research Institute
for Microbial Diseases, Osaka University)
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Summary

Throughout the year 1950, the author perfor-
med a survey for Ascaris eggs in the dust on the
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floor of two primary schools of Osaka City and
obtained the following results.

Ascaris eggs could be found in every month ;
from April to June they were found in advanced
stages of development, while from December to.
March they were all in one-cell stage. It is ob-
vious that the atmospheric temperature is res-
ponsible for these findings.

Fully embryonated eggs were found especially
from April to July and from October to Novem-
ber. But the percentage is not so high, being
15.8% in maximum.

Perhaps this may be due to daily sweeping
habit which makes the eggs unable to remain for-
a long time to develop on the floor.

The detected egg counts were large from April
to June, but they decrease in following three:
months and again increase in October, and then.
decrease until March.

The author examined the anal region of pupils.
by Graham’s method, and could detect Ascaris
eggs in 9.1% among 1001 pupils. The egg counts:
varied in each case, being mostly 1 or 2 in num-
ber, although they were estimated in some cases.
to be more than forty. Thus there is no doubt
that the Ascaris eggs found on floor might have:
come from the anal region of pupils.

Seasonal variation of Ascaris egg counts on
floor seems to have some relation to the seaso-
nal changes of mode of living, especially to clo-
thing and bathing or swimming habit.





