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Summary

The affected area of schistosoma japonicum in
Yamanashi Prefecture covers 3 cities, 10 towns
and 20 villages. However, in November 1954 a
great number of snails intermediate hosts of
of schistosoma japonicum, were found living at
Hara-mura, Minamikoma-gun, Yamanashi Pre-
fecture, which is situated at the joint place of
the two rivers, Fuji-kawa and Haya-kawa, 15.5
km south of the extreme south of the already
affected area, and this fact gave an important
endemic suggestion concerning this disease.

The arable land where snails found living this
time covers two settlements. that is, 30 cho-bu
of Iitomi-settlement and 15 cho-bu Yokaichita-
settlement of the above mentioned villages, and
the maximum number of snails living in square
shaku is 211 along the Jow dykes separating rice-
fields and 40 in ditches in the former settlement,
and 69 along the rice-field dykes and 244 in dit-
ches in the latter.

The average percentage of the affected snails
of cercaria in both settlements is 1.09 and the
maximum percentage of the affected snails of
cercaria is 19.00. Examination of feces of 906
people in the area has shown 13.36% of them
are egg-carriers of schistosoms japonicum, and
those egg-cariers have been left untreated for
want of subjective symptom.

How these snails have come to live in those
two settlements is that they are supposed to have
been drifted into these settlements from the af-
fected area because of the flood of the two rivers,
Fujikawa and Hayakawa, which took place about
fifty years ago. Thus it is neccssary for us to
make a detailed investigation of the living con-
dition of snails in the area alonfi the River Fuji.





