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AN EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDY ON CLONORCHIS SINENSIS AT THE
NORTHERN PART OF WAKAYAMA PREFECTURE,
MIDDLE JAPAN

Misao NAGAHANA, Yukio YOSHIDA, Kikuo MATSUO, HiroHITO SUGIHARA,
Kaoru KONDO, Kiroku MATSUNO, MArR!I YAMADA, StlicHI SHIRASAKA,
YosHio TAKAHASHI, HirosHI KURIMOTO AND KivosHi ODA
(Department of Medical Zoology, Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine)

An epidemiological study on Clonorchis sinensis was carried out at the northern part of
Wakayama Prefecture, middle Japan during the period from 1964 to 1970.

The first intermediate host snail, Parafossarulus manchouricus, was detected from 9 ponds.
and 1 river out of 62 stations examined. Two kinds of fresh water fishes (154 in total number),
Gnathopogon elongatus elongatus and Pseudorasbora -parva, were collected from the ponds where-
the snail host was abundantly found. In 34 out of 136 former fish and in 4 out of 18 latter
fish the metacercaria of Clonorchis sinensis was found to be infected. The minimum number of
the metacercaria per fish was 1, and the maximum was 32. In order to clarify the human in-
fection with this fluke, 286 fecal specimens were collected from the farm villages which located
close to the ponds where the intermediate hosts were found. As the result, Clonorchis sinensis:
eggs were detected in 5 persons (1.8%).

This is the first report that Clonorchis sinensis distributes in Wakayama Prefecture.
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